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Introduction

The initial attitude of Octavian against Egyptproved by his speech to his troops on the evening before the battle of
Actium. Pride in his Roman birth is compared to the despicability of aptagywoman as an opponent, who is
supported by Dio Cassius refererice.

"Alexandrians and Egyptians- what worse or what truer name cowdapply to them?- who worship reptiles
and beasts as gods, who embalm their own bodies to give them semblance tdlitynvaino are most reckless in
effrontery but most feeble in courage, and worst of all are slaves to a womantand man:'

Since The Roman poet Virgile (70- 19 B.&he Romans opposed the animatult of the Egyptians, and
considered these gods as monstdrse Egyptian character of the Augustus's opponents is related to tustau
propaganda, represented the Augustus's war against Antony and Cleopatrdy reotcivil war between Rome and
Egypt, but like a struggle between the West and the East. Whose MamyAms a traitor joined the powers of the
East, whereas Octavian's victdry Actium was not only for himself, but basically for Rome and tloen&ns. This
struggle was described in literature's documents as a civil strife or a foreign war.

Augustus also knew he had a compensated war against Antony and G@leapatr republican magistrate
crushing Oriental despotistrHe is supported by the Roman society ethics and the star of the saedrCon the
other hand, Antony, once a great Roman commaimdeiief, but now supported by a foreign army and followed by
unnamed Egyptian spouSe.

The Romans considered the battle not only a military, but either a religreubatween the Roman and the
Egyptian Pantheons. The Romans mocked of the Egyptian deities asideted them as enemielherefore, during
this war, Antony was under the homage of these anthropomorphidiggods as Isis, Osiris, Serapis and Anubis,
while Cleopatra called up her troops by using the ancient sistrum, dhe aftributes of Isis cultWhile, the Roman
gods support Octavian. The Roman abhorrence of Egyptian thedmggats created a hostile feeling towards Antony
and Cleopatré.

The Roman poets related to the Octavian's war, mainly considered Alexa@dniapus and Memphis as
symbols of the various vices of which they accused the Egyp#desandria was the capital, the cosmopolitan city,
and the important trade Heor in the Mediterranean, Canopus as an entertainment center, while Memphikewas
capital for the native Egyptians. This is described agty of the barbarian, guilty of the blood of the Romans, and
mocking on its religious significance for the Egyptidns.

The fall of “the Egyptian wife of the Roman leader” led Ovid to follow this by ridiculing her threats to put the
Capitol in subservience to CanoptfsAgain, while talking about “the queen of Canopus” Propertius mentioned™ in
the same poem, Alexandria and Memphis, in direct mention to Eglyji¢.\lénouncing what he considered the queen’s
preposterous contrast between Jupiter and Anubis, the Tiber and the Nil@niia@ Rorn and the sistrum of Isis.
Vergil talked about “Antony’s Egyptian wife”, “the queen calling her forces with the sistrums of her fatherland”, and
“the mournful Nile”, while contrasting the Egyptian and the Roman deitie€The other face ofAugustus’s Preference

against Egypt can be well- noticed in these four points:

- The Imperial Cult "Kaisareion"

The imperial cult was a system rose from the Roman provincespnoome itself, especialip Asia Minor. Latert
flourished and spread to all the Roman provirié@he cult of the genius of Augustus became a principal element in
Italy during his lifetime"* The Republican Rome know the imperial cult, as a maintenance of theieatit@Roman
leaders, both political and military, either out of the genuine gratitude foefdmions conferred, or form of a
sycophantic desire tdo favor with the leaders at Rome, especially the great generals of the Latdicephistory™
Divine honors, including festivals, were decreed on behalf of Rarhan leaders such as Sulla, Pompey and Julius
Cesar. In addition to these cults, the Romans regarded goddess “Roma” as the symbol of “the entire Roman people”, or

of “the Roman state”.'® Therefore the chief priest of the imperial cult of Augustus at Rome was “chief priest of the
goddess Roma and the emperor Caesar, son of god, Augustus”."’

By seizing Egypt after the battle of Actium in 30 B. C, Augustusceseded the Ptolemies and their
predecessor, the Egyptian Pharaohs. He established a new Roman culy motegypt, but in the whole world. The
Egyptians worshipped Roman emperors and portrayed them traditionafigyptian temple relief and the worship
of the living emperor as well as the dead one.

The emperor became fully integrated to the Egyptian gods in their tefildethe Ptolemies, the emperor
automatically became “synnaoft of the Egyptian gods, as a continuation of the Ptolemaic ctitHowever, the Roman
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cult was locally organized on the level of the Greek poleis (especially Aleaaradrd the nomemetropoleis, the
organization of the cult was “official”, and the living emperors didn’t receive divine cult name as the Ptolemies, since
Augustus was given an official cult name as “Zeus Eleutherios Sebastd$ In addition, his imperial statues were not
typical cult statues, they were of Hellenistic sf{le.

Festivals and rituals performed in temples in honor of the emp@rbiis. Egyptian priests didn’t play any role
in the Imperial cult, unlike the Ptolemaic royal cult. In 30 B.C, whenuatigs was still known as Octavian conquaere
Alexandria, the ascension of Octavian to the Egyptian throne took plagaadn Egyptian in 29 B.C= August 31
Julian 29 B.C? he decided to annex Egypt as a province of Rome. In fact, Bggpboth a gold mine and a granary to
the Roman soldiers as well as a spring-board to the Roman conquettees campaigns in the EaétAfter Actium
battle, the appearance of Augustus in Alexandria, and his briefnsEgypt and the events during these days, refered to
the beginning of a new era in Egypt, and illustrate the personaldpe$ of the Roman Augustus towards Egypt, the
Egyptians, and their cults. These events were related by Dio Cassius as. follows

“He was merciful toward all the Egyptians and Alexandrians and had none of them put to death. In reality,
this was because he did not want to inflict any irreparable harrthem because they were numerous and might be
useful to the Romans in many ways. As enexcuse, however, he cited their gisda@drépeir founder Alexander, as
well as their fellow citizen Arius, with whom he was on intimate terms and lildidcioss Philosophy. The speech in
which he proclaimed his pardon gor them he delivered in Greek, so that theyuodeldtand him. It is said that when
he later viewed the body of Alexander, he touched it, breaking off a bit of thértbe process. However, he did not
view the bodies of the Ptolenmies, although the Alexandrians were eager to show them to him, and he declared, “It was
a king I wished to see, not corpses”. And for this same reason he refused to make a visit to see the Apis bull, stating that
he was accustomed to worship gods but not cattle”.

Augustus in his few days in Egypt, and his first yearsuti, was confused under a contradiction between his
malice and hatred of Cleopatra VII, not only his rival enemy, but eithdRdheans. Besides, his eagerness to maintain
his Roman blood and traditions as a Cadsaseized Alexandria as a present for the Romans. He succeeded to achieve
the holy victory, especially his first pseudo-god treatment and attituderdewthe Egyptians was not because of his
love or sympathy with them, but of their large numbers and ttiigit be useful to the Romans in several aspects, as
Cassius mentioned. This first attitude remained in a power strugglehigitRersonal aspirations and dreams as a
pharaoh, as a hero, as a legendary figure, or as a god. The clashwegshlibe imposed and the hdpselfish attitude
of Augustus; he accepted his divinity in Egypt, recognizing thatioelizvas an essential tool for gaining Egyptian
support in ruling the area.

Augustus granted Egypt a special status among all his conquered psovccerding to Roman tradition;
only a person of senatorial rank could be appointed to govern a prafitite Roman Empire, due to the importance
and the great rank of Egypt as the main granary of Rome and th@nRoAugustus broke this tradition by appointing
Gallus as the prefect of Egypt, as described by Dio Cassiusas;

“Afterwards he made Egypt tributary and gave it in charge of Cornelidtuszaor in view of the
populousness of both the cities and country, the facile, fickle character of thé&ankgband the extent of the grain-
supply and of wealth, so far from daring to entrust the land to angt@erhe would not even grant a senator
permission to live init, expect as he personally made the concession to him by name”.

This fact is also confirmed by Tacitd8 who poined out that “Egypt was economically so rich and
strategically so secure that it wouldwabeen dangerous to place it under a senator who might be tempted to rebel”

Augustus intended to follow Alexander the Gieadteps, and to ba deified character either. Augustus
invented a birth legend, as Alexander the Great had done, as one oathehBldescendants, Nechtanebo Il take the
form of a serpent in the form of Amun, and spent the night witiaider’s mother Olympius.?’

Augustus's birth legend was recitiegl Alexander’s historian, Pseudo- Kallisthen€8.Sueto’and Dio Cassius
rumored the Augustus’s birth legend, that Augustus’s mother “Atia” spent the nights in the temple of Apollo, during a
night god Apollo has the form of a serpent and spent his nightheithand then Augustus was bowihile he was a
ten- months old childhe was known by the Romans as “Son of Apollo”, a clear allusion to the birth of Alexander.
Nigid:jéjs Figulus, the astrologer, had announced at the hour of Augustus’s birth that the ruler of the world had been
born:

In Rome, le was known as‘the new Alexander”, and “the son of Apollo”.** Another legend attributed to
Augustu’s father, on a campaign in Thrace, stopped to ask the high priest of the temple of Liber Pater/ Dionysos,
regarding his son, while he made sacrifices, the fire of the sacrifices rdaiiethg heaven, and the high priest of the
temple proclaimed that Augustus is the “New Alexander” real son of Apollo, the same was done before with Alexander
the %reat, and the same risen flame to the heaven appeared beforelet@mmdr offered sacrifice upon this same
altar.

At various times and in various ways, Augustus was admiredotf the character and personality of
Alexander the Great. Hischavior pointed what is called “aemulatio Alexandti®* He used a portrait of Alexander on
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his official seal during the early years of his reign. He appearbis icoins-figures as Alexander portraitugustus
visited the tomb of Alexander the Great in Alexandria, and paid his respe&iexander as a great conqueror,
Alexander was above all a role model for Augustus. He put flowergalddcrown upon his body, but he refused to
visit the tombs of the Ptolemies. Dio Cassius referred Alwgustus had said “He wants to visit kings, not the dead
ones”. The Augustus’s refuse of visiting the Ptolemies tombs, indicates he was intended to be the new king, and the heir

of Alexander and the Ptolemies on Egyphrone. Instead, he was a successor to Alexander as world conquéror an
either ruler.

Sueton described Augustus ‘@ke son of the Egyptian gods”. While Dio Cassius described him as the “the
expected ruler of the world”. Augustus’s mother “Atia” dreamed that her guts were lifted up to the stars and spread over
heaven and eartWhile Augustus’s father dreamed that sun radiations and rays are coming up friewife’s womb.>

Like Alexander, Augustus subsequently visited Meraphihere the god Ptah and the Apis bull had been
revered since the™dynasty. Both of them were responsible for the coronation dPthlemaic kings® but nothing is
known about an Egyptian coronation of Augustus as Egyptian Phlikaohlexander, which made his recognition by
the Senate impossible, that he was still only a representative of the Roman statedpwoth special powers, he
wanted to consolidate his statue at Rmeas maybe crowned as a Roman Caesar thdiis gives the connection
between the birth of Augustus and the solar cult in Egypt, and theejpof the Sun-god Re in the sky at the night to
be reborn again in the morning from the womb of the sky-goddessSo Augustus was considered as Horus, the son
of god Re, and the Pharaoh of Egypt.

The Imperial cult of Augustus was generally established in the R@modd, and in Egypt in special, depending
on these three legendary stories disseminated by Sueton, Dio Casdius Bgyptian Asklepiades of Meneds

—He was proclaimed in Rome as the son of Ag8llo

—He was known in the Roman world as “the New Alexander”, and connected with the Greek Pantheon as
“ZeusEleutherios”

— The Egyptian priest of Mendes, Asklepiades’s interpretation that Augustus ‘ighe new Egyptian Pharaoh”.**

At first, Augustus in Rome made no claim or sought for a kindivohity as a living man, and he refused to put
his statues inside the temples, and took the ancient Republican title prineeghathking, probably he hoped to be
deified after death as the model of Caesar. He knew that the Romans; espleei&lnators, still yearned for the
republic, and they still followed the Republican traditiombich still forbid a divine Emperor’s cult as a complete god.

His religious role is mentioned once in his “Res Gestde and he maintained the Roman tradition forbidding public
worship of private men. This is well-attested by his frequent rejecfidganaples, cults and rituals, and his melting
down of statue&’

Later, step by step, his religious policy completely changed; he closely nmwederation while living, he
denied his father’s modest rank, and recited the legends that he is the real son of Apollo. The court poets, introduced
him to the whole world as a g880Only when he died, the Senate formally enrolled Augustus as gbe state cult,
with Livia as his priestes¥.

The Romans attitude towards Egypt was totally differ from that ofPtiodemies. The Romans considered
Egypt as a seized countiyte Emperor’s duty was to keep the land of Egypt peaceful and prosperous for the Romans,
depended heavily on the wheat and other products exported to Roas uantities, as well as the substantial taxes
extracted annually from the rich lafitl.

Except for the necessary conciliatory gestures towards the priesthggpgt, &as the monarchy of the
Romans, and their emperors considered themselves the legitimate stgcagfsshe pharaohs. When Augustus
inaugurated the tradition of embellishing Rome with obelisks he wasayoigptribute to Alexandrian tradition and
ingenuity, but celebrating a victory by bringing home spoils of{kar.

The Egyptian sources refer that during the high priest of Ptah at Mergiled "Imouthes- Petubastis IlI" and
his wife "Tneferos" (the musician of Ptah) has died two days befereartival of Augustus to Egypf.He was
mummified, but not buried, for seven years the mummified prggst took up a shelf-room in Per-nefer, the House of
Embalming, and finally on 14 Pharmouthi, tHey&ar of the rule of Augustus (9 April 23 B.C), he was budedhe
emperor’s instructions.*® His successor was not immediately appointed. Two and a half yearstaitier high priest
was appointed, he is called "Psenamun=Psenamousis II", he was installed3thyear of Augustus, 28/ 27 B.C. he
was the cousin of his predecesSbor.

The new priest had the title "prophet of Caesar" and was thusmséisigofor the cult of Augustus in Memphis.
For the award of the title; he received a golden crown and many gifteidonew services for Augustus, and
construction of a chapel was also authorized, which emphasis the good relatietal@pn the priests of Ptah and
Augustus?

The “Prophet of Caesar” was following the Ptolemaic precedent of “the prophet of Pharaoh”, Augustus by
appointing this priest, with his new aspects, was allowing the peraspeatts of his rule to be emphasized in Egypt, as
a divine pharaoh enjoying the traditional support of the high priesabfP
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The Egyptian priests prepared Augustus as a ruler in the first ydds oéign in Egypt. So his name was
inscribed in cartouche on the Gallius's stel@hough the name of Augustus is inscribed in a cartouchéissros
(son of Caesar) in the hieroglyphic text, and Remaios(the Roman) in the lunette of the st&lahe title pr-c3
(Pharaoh) did not appear in a cartouche for Augtfstus

Generally, Egypt differed from Rome and all Roman provinces. Aoapitd the ancient Egyptian traditions,
the ruler was honored as a god. Therefore, Augustus, could nat th&ubonor and prayers offered to him. To inherit
the honor and power of the pharaoh, he had to be the divineHeldrad his statues erected in all the Egyptian temples
over the years, and becamgylumsn Egypt>°

Augustus received the only three ancient Pharaonic titles; the Horus, thbitysamd the S3 Rames. The
word Kysrs (Caesar) was part of his son of Re's name, which emphasized ttat het receive his authority and
ability from the Egyptian gods, but from the imperium granted o lby the Senate and the Romans. In his first years
of reign; the Egyptian worbirmys(the Roman) was part of his Nsw-bity title. However, in tfie/@ar, it was replaced
by the wordAwtkrtr (Autokratol),>® which was the official name of the emperor Augustus.

The Horus name of Augustus emphasizes the good relation withtgbtf R contained elements of Egyptian
royal ideology, praising the ruler as an ideal Egyptian Pharaoh. Augguss portrayed by this name as the mighty
ruler in Rome, who captured Egypt, protected it from the enemies.eenisur and order, looked for the prosperity of
the Egyptians, and maintained a good relationship with the Egygids The Horus name also includes components
of the royal titular of the Ptolemaic period. The name referred that Aigmisesidence in Rome, not in Egypt, and his
domain and justice distributed in the whole populatfon.

In order to prevent turmoil, Augustus preserved the rights ofrikstp and the temples left unchanged, as a
first political step, but he exercised strict control over their income and nemigmthis resulted finally in the
appointing of‘a high priest of Alexandria and of all Egyf with the assistance of local high priests in the nomes. The
chief high priest of Alexandria and all Egypt was mainly a Romaihdfiicial " exegetes”’, which was known from the
Ptolemaic period, who had not exactly a religious function but served as af soinister of religious affair8‘The
office of the high priest of Egypt in Alexandria included direahcern for the imperial cult, hiket full title as “high
priest of the lords Augusti and the Great Serapis, and the one whespamsible for the temples of Egypt and the
whole country”.

Since Augustus thBraefectus Aegyptivolved in the administrative affairs of the temples, in thedntury

A.D, he prescribed hisdios Logosfor the administrative of the temples’ affaires.®? The high priest of Alexandria
functioned not only as a high priest of all the Egyptian temples and their lgatdas a bureaucrat, supervising the
temples’ affaires, has to control access to the Egyptian priesthood, all under thd obii® Roman government in
Egypt, responsible for the administrative oversight of all cult activities ypt-gontroller for the priests actions,
activities and incomes, with careful reports and supervision acted asiaand&gtween the public and the Egyptian
temples, he was responsible for the registration of all temple personnel, their familiggoperty, and solving the
problems and abuses of the Egyptian temples, in addition to his cultic ribsji@ss®

The imperial cult was official, but it was not, as under the Ptolemies, organizde mentral regime, but
municipally, by the magistrates of the Greek cities and nome cafjitdisst likely, there was a high priest who assisted
in a provincial capacity as a subordinate of the high priest of Alelangiven the local nature of most Egyptian
temples; he was identified merely as “high priest of the gods Augusti.®® He was of a Roman origin, may be was full-
fledged member of tharchontes who serving as a ruling council, and they had a real authority toetrepolis®®

Augustus failed by his imperial cult to meet the approval of the EgyptemSlexander the Great or the
Ptolemies had met. The Roman emperors has no great cult in Egyrgadifestivals as the Ptolemies in Alexandria.
The imperial cult in Egypt didn’t touch the public heartspossibly was approved only by the beneficiaries, or the high
classes of the society between the Greeks and the Hellenized Egyptians. No rééerdreceonnection between the
Imperial cult of Augustus in Egypt and goddess Rome, as in other Ranonnces. Pfeiffer suggested this due to the
special rank of Egypt and the absence of the Senate’s power and role in Egypt, that the worship of goddess Roma was
closely connected with the Senate, which is why Augustus did not intrétdndegypt®’

He had the Greek tiéiBasileus which was used also by the Egyptians in the Ptolemaic Bggptias especially
identified with Zeus in his formulas, aeus Eleutherios Sebastdkhis title was used for private worship, and was
found also in temples. This special role of Zeus seems to haveleddhe worship of goddess Roma with Augustus in
Egypt, which was sponsored by Augustus in other Eastern prevfce

The religious reforms and fluctuations was among the most persorka of Augustus; and it was long in an
experimental stage as Augustus sought to misuse religion in achigriogs functions, though still respect the gods.
He denied Antony’s sought for divinity, with the help of Cleopatra, Augustus recognized. Adjusting religious policy
was still a new technique and approach in Rome. Augustus budtvhisiew prestige either by establishing a religious
policy differs in Rome from that in Egypt and the Hellenistic East, or by discrediting Antony’s claims to divinity.
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Augustus appeared in Egyptian temple reliefs as a complete Pharaoly béagrtensive titular and epithets.
He either acting his role towards the Egyptian deities. In addition to himbkgeinity inside these temples; he has a
true cult associated with these deities and was celebrated in accaaiBggetian rituals inside thgods’ temples.®®

The main centers of the imperial cult

The precise beliefs and practical details of Roman imperial cult for the Emparsuligect of debate between scholars.
The Imperial cultrequired the presence of a “ruler” king, emperor or otherwise, and the Roman republic in the very
nature of this term had no rul&hwhether the Romans actually considered the living Emperor as acdmuergot
during the time of Augustus, a large number of temples througheutrtipire were built containing statues for the
Emperor, in addition, festivals and sacrifices were carried out on his.Hon

1. The Caesareum of Alexandria

Augustus initiated his imperial cult in Egypt inside the Caesafg§@ebasteion}® which begun by Cleopatra for
Antony. This was subsequently rededicated to Augustus, who charfgedis own cult and complete its buildifi,
and referred to as the "temple" or "shrin€4ésaris templupor Caesareum Magnud® Whilst there is agreement that
later, it was a cult center for the worship of the emperor Augustus, ieincertainty about whether its construction
was in honor of Julius Caesar or Mark Antony by Cleop3tra.

The central Roman authority for founding a cult for Augustus atavork in Alexandria. However, the cult was
supported by the citizeria Alexandria, whose thaeokorot the cult officials designated as "temple guardians”-from
among their rank&. The Caesareum was not only a temple but was enlarged as a complex-buileliegated location
to be visible to all to the right side Alexandria harbor. Two obelisks ereed beforenow, they are in London and
New York.”® One of them bore the dedicatory inscription "Year 18 (13/ 12 B.QJaxsar. Another obelisk was
demonstrated by Alféldi, now in St. Peter's Square in Rome, also belondedtemiple of Augustus at Alexandria. A
Latin inscription on its base reads as:

"By order of the emperor Caesar, son of God, Caius Cornelius §abn of Gnaeus, the Praefectus Farbrum,
constructed the forum luliuthfor Caesar, the son of the god"

The Complex buildings of the Caesareum based on a model from tloé Rityne or a Romanizing model as an
official buildings of the city of Rome. Since a Roman administratdrisnoffice at Alexandria was appointed for the
service of this new cult and involved in erecting obelisks at the carapieé supervising the project buildings. A letter
from the emperor Claudius to the Alexandrians set out a lottery prdoesdecting these cult officials in the
Caesareum, which eliminated the influences of certain parties of the Aletandn the election process, this emphasis
the connection between the Caesareum and the Imperi&f cult.

A Roman official named “Pontius” was responsible for the completion of the imperial cult compl&The
Kaisareion at Alexandria certainly remained an active temple of the imperial culferthan two centuri€€The
temple remained an object of cult for saildtsnd merchants of grainswho are coming to Egypt as the principal
suppliers of grain, dues to Augustus’s victory, * given the significance of the grain shipments for both sides. An
inscription found among the debris of what was probéidyKaisareion appears to be a dedication by the “dekanoi” of
a Classis praetorian in hanef “Theos Kaisareiof) providing strong evidence for the inclusion of successive emperors
in the tersr;gle as “Synnadi. Several high priests names were known during the reign of Marcus Aurelius and Septimus
Severius.

By 94AD, the enclosure included subsidiary shrines and was also used l&caglace for displaying notices,
as a solider repott bronze copy of his certificate of discharge was “lodged in the Great Caesareum, as you mount the
second stairs, within the rightnd portico, near the temple of the Marble Venus, fastened on the wall”.%

The cult was created in the Greek cities to understanehtperors” power in their lives, and the primary impact
of the new ruler on the Egyptians was the grain tribute. The Kaisareimramaerted into a Christian church in 313
A.D, or perhaps a church was built within the temenos. This was gedtim912 A.D?’

2. The Augustan's temple at Phila

Augustus erected a temple at PAfljs dedication is inscribed upon the architrave of the temple as "For tlegcemp
Caesar Augustus, savior and benefactor, in teye@r (13/12 B.C), during the term of the office tife( praefectus
Aegypt) Publius Rubrius Barbaru&®.

Another inscription composed of three fragments, these had beeasubedding material for the later Coptic
dwellings nearby (pl.1), comprise the titles of Augustus as SoteEaaidjetes. Probably, his victory over the Nubians
and his successful defense of Phila against the incursions of Mubiakes him as Soter and Euergetesas more
than adequate motivation for dedicating the terfiple.

The temple was built in the same year of completing the enlargemtingt Ghesareum of Alexandria. This was
either the same year in which Rubrius dedicated the obelisks bedotentple in Alexandrid’ It is a Roman podium
temple, measured 18 m. by 10 m., it carries a mix between EggptithRoman design and elements, a mixed Doric-
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Corinthian temple. The temple is semi-damaged, without inscriptiortee open space in front of the sanctuary, the
foundation of a sacrificial altar can be detected, and a staircase can also (p.2€n

3. Chapel at Karnak

This is a small chapel, of 8.6 / 14 m, lies next to the causeway oftipdetef Amun, to the right before the first pylon.
It is built of stones andnhud-brick, it is distinctly Roman in appearance, and it bears compangbrnother Emperor
shrines throughout the empiteThe temple was built in Karnak to associate the imperial cult of Augustusiwion.

It is prao in design with an arrangement of four by two columns; which wéi@orinthian design, since a column
capital of that type was found. This can be attributed to the building, remiaingranite staircase leads to the cHapel
entrance as a podium-chapel (pP3The granite staircase leads to the small pronaos, followed by a nacs alice
the size of the pronaos, the naos supposed to hold the cult-staheeEmperor? Pfeiffer suggested that the temple
most probably dedicated to Augustus for many points:

— Fourteen emperors' statues were found in the cella of the chapel, twarobéheng to Augustus, and three to
Claudius. The others are not inscribed.

— The similarity with its larger chapel of Phila.

— The similarity with a Dalmatia at Natrona, a free-standing imperial cult-chaitielsimilar features. Around it
sixteen imperials' statues dated baxto the time of Trajan, exactly thé&' gentury?®

— The two statues of Augustus bear dedications to him as “son of god, Zeus Eleutherids This divine affiliation
appears only in Greek and Demotic documents, and the present refer@ngeistiis as Zeus-Amon referring to the
existence of the statue in the precinct of the temple of Amon at Karnak. WiépithetZeus Eleutherioss not
attested until the®7year of Augustus (23 B.C), suggesting this shrine was ritbtuntil the political situation had
stabilized in Upper Egypt and Nubia. An uninscribed colossal royal statud &ufarnak, now in the Egyptian
Museum (CG701), has been identified with Augustus as an Egyptian Pharaoh, althaugkatt provenance of the
statue is unknown. It may have been placed within or before therarispshrine. Another colossal statue for
Amenhotep son of Hapu was found in the immediate vicHityith the Greek titular of Augustus inscribed as
“Kaisaros Autokrator, son of God, Zeus Eleutherios Sebiaskistz assumed this statue was engaged in the
Imperial architectural ensemble in front of the first pylon of Karnak. In additidhe reference to Amenhotep son
of Hapu receiving Bw-offerings from the altar of Amun, this may hint a similar culhgtices rendered to the
adjacent statues of Augustus and his descendants, which were foundhiapbg®

— The imperial cult shrine at Karnak has dual functions; as a functional Egygtigte and containing statues of the
ruling emperorS.The chapel was built over an earlier Ptolemaic structure, within it wewred fthe statues of
Ptolemy VI and Cleopatra Il, which emphasize that these various Romastatlies were worshipped inside the
shrine for the Emperors as these Ptolemaic cult stdtlies.

The similar structure and layout of the Karnak chapel and this of Philgested the same construction date; to
be the18" year of Augustus reign, precisely (14/13 B'&)Although there are earlier references of the imperial cult at
Phila before this datehe Gallius’s stela (26/ 25 B.C) mentioned the Meriotic armies invaded Upper Egypatddfthe
three cohorts stationed in Syene, captured Elephantine anddaHitpulled down the statues of Cae$rThis refers
to a cult of Augustus existed in Phila before the official constructioni®ttirine in the 18year, and the bronze head
of Augustus found in Meroe may thaelonged to such a stattf&.

The bases of Augustusno statues from Karnak, as well as the colossal statue of Amenhotephapup both
described Augustus a&eus Eleutherios”, he was not refereed to him @seos(god) may indicate the statues were
dedicated during his lifetim#?

Augustus was interested in building temples and chapels with Corinttidurmnns'® Many other temples
were built in Egypt for the worship of the Roman emperors “Kaisareia or Sebastefawere situated in the Chora of
Egypt, some of them dated back to the reign of Augustus, and otkezsbwilt later. The existence GKsiareiaor
Sebasteid can be proved for Philadelphia, Heptakomia, Arsinoe, Antinoopolis, Herakleopolis, Oxyrhynchus,
Elephantine, and probably Lykopol.The Kaisareiawere existed in the nome capitals, there is evidence from the
villages of Philadephia and Heptakomfa.

- Augustus, Cleopatra and Ceasreion

The conquest of Egypt and the defeat of Cleopatra were clearly fundamehgistories, which the Romans narrated
about the origin of August's power. As a symptom of the Augusmar‘\glent anti-Egyptian feeling, it is worth
remembering that the scandal caused by Antonius and Cesar's relatto@eojpatra had a racial rather than a moral
background®

Cleopatra’s arrival in Rome was early in August 46 B.C, she had haedighed Rome in less than 50 d&ys.
She accompanied Caesareion on her journey to Rome, where his fatifetise® him for the first time. Caesar ordered
a gold image of Cleopatra to be placed in the temple of V@eustrix**
Cleopatra was not only a queen in her own right, however, in hertrgoshe was as a goddessall her

ancestors, and accompanied the gods in their sanctuaries. To the Ramaverhsuch an act as placing a gold image
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of a foreign queen beside the cult image of Venus in her Roman tergile have seemed extraordinary and unusual.
H. Volkmann asumed “this was more” than an act of a man’s action towards his beloved woman; it was very plausibly

a decree which has its political and religious aspects and vistdhsvas an excessive personal honor to Cleopatra, but
it does not entail, in the eyes of the Romans, as a kind of deification ortawstegs deificatiort*?

The assassination of Julius Caesar placed Cleopatra in an untenable posittmuldmst approach Octavian
because his character was so vehemently antithetical to hers. Thepmnatensources describe her not as a renowned
beauty, but as a woman of extraordinary personality, besides\singttractive:®

The Romans denied the attitude of Antony towards Cleopatra, that he véfeirime Roman capital from Rome
to Cleopatra. Moreover, he will offer the Romatesritories as gifts for Cleopatra and their children. Antony had his
picture painted together with Cleopatra, as a personification of Osiris an@iHeise Antonys' actions give the Romans
a serious conclusion about how he was carrying on. Antony allowegd®tado conduct public business with him and
rode with him in cities, or at other times he walked behind Cleopatraiages™* Her attempt to identify herself as Isis
continued during her relationship with Antony. She dressed as Isis,bprabablack during the celebration feast in
Alexandria for Antony’s victory over the king of Armenia in 34 B.C. s celebration, which was known as “the
ceremony of the Donations”, where Antony offered gift$o various territories for Cleop@ts children. This was the
first time to celebrate such event outside Rome, later many Romans becamefdnyry o

Augustus himself refused this actidre deprecated and irked due to the words that claimed Caesareion as the
true son and heir of Caesar, Suetoniotfisrred “declared to the Senate that Caesar had really acknowledged the boy,
and that C. Matius, C. Oppius and other friends of Caesar knew this”. *'® Augustus denied that Caesareion was the true
son of the dictator and had stronger claim than to be his'héle did his utmost to suppress -at any cost -the report of
Caesar’s paternity of the boy, regardless of whether it was true or false. After Actium, he hesitated in getting idhof
at once. Consulting what was best to be done with Caesareion, whemat@lesas dead (c. 12 Aug. 30), Caesareion
was killed when he was about 17 years old. Augustus could notwedhenthusiastic and ready to accompany an
authentic or spurious son of Caesar to Rome to grace his triumphabpion’® Since Cesar’s paternity of Caesareion
was ﬂjgspect and perhaps hotly debated in Rome and Caesar toolselbd tangible step towards acknowledging the
child.

The naval battle of Actium in September of 31 B.C was of momentopgrtance for the history of the West
because it placed the last two independent states of the Mediterranean wontl @gaianother. Cleopatra VII and
Antony represented the culture of the Ptolemaic Egypt, while Octavian repregentaiman. The battle is the revenge
of the Western world against Cleopatra and AntGfly.

Augustus as Caesar’s grand-nephew was appointed as heir in his will to most of his propertytondis
dominant authority or absolute power or his hegemony. IB.45 after Caesar’s return with Octavian from Spain,
Caesar’s main concern, being childless, Octavian whom he regarded as the most promising of his younger -18" years
old- kinsmen. He could not imagined this teenager would succeeownissovereign power, or would eventually
emerge as master of the Roman wdffd.

Cleopatra was the enemy of Augustus; his celebrations at Rome after Aaegntochis triumph over Cleopatra
and seizing Egypt. An image of the dead Cleopatra on her couch was ptmaaegh the city in the absence of her
living itself, together with Alexander Helios and Cleopatra Selene, herdiidren by Antony. Immediately, after
Actium battle, Augustus made several triumphs over Cleopatra after the doofjis/pt. He was perhaps rather
relieved by Cleopatra's timely suicide, which meant he did not hawagader in chains through the streets of Rome in
his triumphal processiotf?

The Portrait of Cleopatra and Egypt in the Augustan poetry has twatiass@les; the first is more well-known
and popular, is that which presents Cleopatra as a hedonist, over-sexed evoemaatorious prostitute. This aspect
carries a shameful reputation for an Egyptian queen by the Ramitens. The second side, represents Cleopatra as
ambitious queen, her deeply hope to keep the Egyptian throne safst digaiRoman dangers, but also to widen its

territories'?®

Later, this Augustus vindictive attitude towards Cleopatra and Caesareion was turned, Augustus depicted
himself as the father of Caesarion in a stela, which depicted himselfhasamlp making offerings before the crocodile
— god, Suchos of Fayoum. The stela was mainly dedicated for Cleopafkagmgtus:®* It was found in Arsinoe/
Krokodilopolis, the capital of the nome Arsinoite in Fayoum. The inscription can be read as:

"For the queen Cleopatra, the goddess who loves her deified father (Philp@atdrfor the king Ptolemaios, who is
also a Cesar, the beloved by his deified father and mother= TheaPhil&3gRhilopator and Philometor), and by the
ancestors, to Suchos, the Great God, the Great, the father of their father, Artefidoros

The stela is dedicated for Cleopatra and her son Cesareion between 44-B0sBi®ided into three sections;
the winged solar disc with two uraei in the upper most part. The middlegzicts a pharaoh, while making offerings
before the crocodile-god Suchos, as a human-body with a crocodilekmding the Ankh-sign in his right hand, aad
scepter in his left hand, and a naos with a bust- figure of aghavith nemes-headdress lies in between. However, the
third register contains a Greek inscription in four lines (pl.4).
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Augustus acted on the tradition of the Ptolemaic dynasty of worshipmrgptlereigns in the royal Ptolemaic
dynasty. He wanted to save the ancient Ptolemaic traditions ahthstors” worship, as the Ptolemaic royal family
cult. Caesar and Antony were partners of Cleopatra and fathers of her ¢hildree wants to act as the savior and
benefactor of Cleopatra and her son Caesareion as the father of ieet cfelfl }2° Therefore, he considered himself as
“the heir of Cesarieon” in Egypt, and has the title hk3 hk3w “king of the kings”.**’ Augustus was interested in adding
and completing Cleopatra monuments, the Augustan reliefs of Luxpiaéased earlier decorations from the reign of
Cleopatra VIl and Cesareidff

Cleopatra was named by the inscription Blséa Philapatot, while Caesareion is named as Cesar, the beloved
of Philopator and Philometor as a traditional Ptolemaic title for the son t@bmelbved of his father and mother. So
Augustus was the legitimate heir of the Ptolemaic Egypt and the Ptolemies, who eahtidenselves the heirs of the
Pharaohs, and according to the ancient royal Ptolemaic traditions. Aubastts raise the ancestors (Cleopatra and
Cesareion) to god's level. Especially, the divinity of himself asdaaffer his conquest of Egypt was one of his major
aims. So he depicted himself -like the Ptolemies- as a pharaoh on thaEdgmples, offers and sacrifices for the
Egyptian deities, and he looked forward for establishing his new iahpeit in and outside Egypt. Here Julius Cesar's
intention wagto represent himself as the father of the child Caesareion, whose athdRoman Cesar, and the child
was either named in the inscription as Cé&5especially Augustus paid a great attention to Caesaf&ion.

In Egypt Cleopatra was regarded not only a Queen, but either a dimitigs according to the ancient
Ptolemaic traditions of the ancestodévinity. She assimilated with Goddess Isis and appeared in her guista Wwas
found in Fayoum within the temple of Soknopaious- Nesos at Dimeh &tlitbei Cleopatra VI** The upper part of
the stela shows a seated goddess nursing her child, may be Is@staftplwvearing thpschent presents two globular
vases for the goddess (pl.5). The Greek inscriptions of the lowehaee been deeply engraved, except for the last
lines, and bears traces of red paint. According to the dedication formulatelaisvas consecrated by the chief of the
association of the devotees of the goddess Isis “Sononais, who was also the administrator of her temple in Fayoum.

The stela described Cleopatra alsd’hea Philopatorthe beloved of her father, which attributed the stela to Cleopatra
VII during the £ year of Epiphi reign (2 July 51 B.¢¥ The Greek texts below translated as follow:

“For Queen Cleopatra, the goddess, the father-loving (has been dedicaesdath(topos) of the association
(of IsisSnonais, the president of which is Onnophris. July 2, 51 B.C”.**

The stela is therefore believed to have beecarved after Cleopatra's sole leadership. It appears the present
inscription was recut over an earliest text. The letters are both diminishedr@amded together in lines §-The
inscription is sunk lower into the background than the scene on fier part of the stela. It is thought the scene
originally depicted Ptolemy XllI, whose name would have been engraverk befanodification. Especially, there is
another similar stela attributed to Ptolemy Auletes, it either depicts him maKarin@ before Isis of Chemim
Fayoum(Pl. 63

The inscription was probably by Auletes (80-58 B.C), and then wapadand re-written later during the
reign of Caeasr.Though the stela was found in the Cleopatra's Isis teniagoum, which dated back to her reign.
However, Sally Ann-Ashton excluded that the Egyptian pharaoh is #enq@leopaa’® She is depicted as a male-
pharaoh adores goddess Isis. The obligation for this idea is dhe szarcity of the queen's representation as a male
king.>*® While the shift between the preparation grid and the lines of the insciffatienbeen regarded as proofs of this
deliberate alteration. However, this shift perhaps was made by the engragerning the inscriptios size, so he had
to cut theframe’s lower part to add an extra lif&.

The character of the Pharaonic figure in the stela may indicated the quesh fars probably had related to
her Ptolemaic father Auletes, or may be related to King Ptolemy XIll, Cledpatetnerin reign. In addition, her
husband is making homage for Isis, or to his wife Cleopatra.New Isis, as King Ptolemy Il was done with his wife
Arsinoe Il. In this stela, Cleopatra assimilates with goddess Isis, vehmlding her son Harpocrates as “New Isis”,**®
especially in another relief stela. Cleopatra was also assimilated with goddess Muogr dndband Julius Cesar as

Amon, while his son as the child Chonsu, the triad of Thebes (BP. 7).

So Augustus has to change his attitude against Cleopatra from enemy laarrilifg to one of the deified
predecessor and her subsequent heir upon the throne of Egypteaftiath. So Augustus conducted and completed
earlier Cleopatra’s constructions; among the numerous scattered temple blocks found at the Graeco- Roman temple of
Tod. Several have been recently identified to belong to Augustus, jAstnasit, Medamud, and Khonsu temple. The
Augustan reliefs continue earlier decoration from the reign of Cleopat@andlCaesareio{°

- Augustus and the Apis bull

Generally, it was well-appeared that Augustus harbored great antipatind the eastern cults, and the Egyptian cults
in special. It is frequently claimed that he was appalled and disgustEdymian religiosity, which centered on the
worship of common animals. Many Romans and Greeks found theofdearshipping animal was strange and even
ridiculous. This attitude became stronger by the propaganda campaigagabtds against Cleopatra, which was
described by some of the Roman writers as “a religious war” against Egyptians and their beliefs. Augustus himself was
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the author of much of the propaganda against Cleopatra and Antahthear supported gods. This was emphasized by
Dio Cassius speecfi!

“Would we not to be behaving quite shamefully, if, having exceeded all menrjnweakhould meekly bear
the insults of these, who are. O Hercules! Alexandrians and Egyptians fetdwarse or truer name might apply to
them?), who worship reptiles and other beasts as gods, who embalrhatigis for a semblance of immortality, and.
who are slaves to a woman and not to a man?”

Though Augustus the founder of the Roman imperial didn't make gsabésnaker, Alexander the gré#t,
who venerating and making offering for the Apis BtflAugustus declined the veneration of the Apis bull. He refused
to make offerings to Apis, deducing he would make offeringgotts, but not to beasts or buif8Augustus refused to
carry out one of the most intrinsic duties of an Egyptian KiAggypt's animal deities could present a shocking
prospect for Romans used to anthropomorphic §&dgherefore, during the age of Augustus, worshipping animals was
refused by the Roman in their poems. Dio Cassius in his descriptiegypt referred to Apis as?’

“It rained not only water where no drop of rain had fallen before, but also blood; and there were flashes of
armour from the clouds as this bloody rain fell from them. Elsewhere there walashang of drums and cymbals and
the notes of flute and trumpet, and a serpent of huge size suddenly appe#sinedh and hissed with incredible
vehemence. Meanwhidlemets were seen and dead men’s ghosts appeared, the statues scowled and the Apis bellowed a
note of lamentation and burst into tears”.

The Roman poet “Tibullus” (55- 19 B.C) introduced the Apis-bull in his poem in honor of 84ds, refer to the
customs of the Egyptians' mourning on the death of the Apis“®dHe described that worshipping animals here does
not serve as an illustration of a silly cult but also as a wondrous phenorfnenoa strange and far-way countfy.
Therefore, Augustus may, in fact, have shared the Roman avensiatisagree of worshipping animals, although that
is not the most likely motivation in such a political situation, that Grefietribed Augustus’ action as “disagreeablé
and compared with the atrocities attributed to the earlier Persian conquerdnysgamad done, that he described him
as the “New Cambyse”.**°

The contradictory feeling of Augustus towards the Egyptian animal esipgcially the bulls, was appeared on
two stelae’™ which are portraying the Roman emperor under the homage andatiemenf the Buchis bull of
“Hermonthis”(Armant) (pls.8, 9), in his attitude as a phara8hOne of these stelasves a date of “year 1, Pharmuthi
21 of Cesar” a mere five or six months sincethe beginning of Augustus’s rule (29 B.C).**This bull was born perhaps
under Ptolemy Auletes (53B.C), then was perhaps installed under Céeofat(51 B.C), andhave died under
Augustus (29 B.C). The cartouches of Auletes and Cleopatra VIl arg.efmjustus is depicted making offerings to
the god, who stands on top of a pedestal with an offering table.

Fairman suggested, Augustus does not bear the developed titular whi€tortens eventually assumed.
Therefore, he assumed the stela was set up when the claims of the empira legitimate Pharaoh had not been
recognized, a period of transition, when a mere private person migfiore¢o usurp the royal prerogative. Augustus
was either described in the inscriptions &#&e mighty one, beloved of the Osiris Buchis, Great God, and Lord of the
House of Aturn®®*

Wilcken suggested Hermonthis played a role during the struggle betwe€n @allus and the Nubians in 29
B.C, and that the priests of Hermonthis, as a kind of their g&feand their refuse of the Roman rule. They u&had
kratesis or the Roman date”, instead of the usual “royal” date,**® to avoid recognizing Augustus as a legitimate king by
using a cartouch®’ As a result, Augustus did not forbid the animal cult in contrast ok#ieer Roman and Latin
sources of his reign.

Later, Augustus titles were associated with Ptah and Apis, who was cedsitier soul of the creator- god
Ptah®®® whom Augustus has a close relation with, and his Horus-name ainlymddressed to Ptah. The Apis bull was
living in the area and under the supervision of the great temple o&Pkédmphis, shared in his festivals, and the high
priest of Ptah was responsible for the cult of Apis. Hisesérw the cult of Apis was among his religious titfe3.
Augustus was called asStd.PthNww it ntr.w "chosen by Ptah-Nun, the father of the gods", adswdis also entitled
“mrt Hp°nhwhm n Ph" the beloved of the living Apis, the speaker of Fth.

Later the Roman emperors gave great attention to the Apis and the Buckisviesjpasian-most probably-
portrayed sacrificing before the Apis bull at Kom el-Schuk&fZitus visited Alexandria, on his way, he sanddifie Apis
bull at Memphis in 70 A.B% Hadrian depicted himself with the head of Apis on his ctfhand Diocletian has a stela
depicts him in the honor of the Buchis bull, this dated back to 288%A

- Augustus and Isis

During Augustus's war, the literary poets of the Romans were equivotatimattitude towards Egypt religion,
always mocking on the worship of the animal gods. They were adgicfous of the Isis priests and their followers in
Rome. The priests were accused of mendacity and the temples of Isisegamded as places of lewdnéSsHer
followers were mainly girl-friends as mistresses and sexual mattertheyndometimes invoked Isis in their poefifs.
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In October 43 B.C, in a marked reversal of policy following Cesar'ssissdion, the second Triumvirate
decreed the construction of a temple to Isis and her cafié@itie worship of Isis and Serapis was officially organized,
a huge promotion of the cult of Isis began. When the Triuniviteny, Octavian and Marcus Lapidus agreed to restore
order to the state in the aftermath of Cesar's assassination and sulhsequestd to erect a new Iseum at Rofffe,
known as "Campensg®®in the Campus Martius, outside of tRemerium(the official sacred boundaries of Romé).
The decree sought the support of the “populares” in his struggle against Antony at the time, and to put a political
need for an authorization of the Isiac cult in Rome. Evidently to court fédnedr, to have the cult of Isis and her
followers, and adherents fit into the late Republican system. The planvémowas never carried out.

During the Republican Rome, the persecution of the cult of Isis wEstaken by Augustus; though originally
lenient to the worship of Isis along with other foreign godsceétesidered his former brother in-law Mark Antony, now
enemy and dangerous to Rome and to her §d@xctavian was not welcomed by the Egyptian divinities (Serapis, Isis,
Harpocrates and Anubis) in RorHéHe was typically described as apathetic or even hostile towards local Egyptian
traditions and Egyptian cults in Rome. This perception is the resuiedbtmal propaganda directed against Antony
and Cleopatra, and general ant-Eastern sentiment prevalent in Rome before'Actium

Augustus had aggressive attitude towards these divinities, especially itssafiopaés.He refused to render
homage to the bull Apis and execrated the doglike form of Anub@ lvecame bitterer with Augustus, though he paid
homage to Serapis in Alexandfid,as a GreekAlexandrian’s god.*”* In 30 B.C, a decree called for the temple
destruction, but no workmen could be found to do this, until theutdrimself took up the axé® The close connection
betv¥7(a7en Cleopatra and Isis increased the hate and the hostility of Autpuetuds Isis. Cleopatra was worshipped as
Isis.

Under Augustus, the emperor (30-14 B.C), the more powédubecame, the more openly he showed his
animosity towards the Egyptian cults. In 28 B.C, Augustus eeffiis have Egyptian shrines withiomeriunt"® and
prohibited the celebration of the Egyptian rites tHétespecially for the cult of Isis, instead of building a temple there,
as he once promisétf However, he permitted her cult elsewhere outsideptraeriumof Rome, because he was
preparing his grand imperial cult that took place the following years laiglid not wish to alienate anyone.

During Augustu% life time, Isis worship was prohibited with the pomerium but the Roman people appear to
have paid little attention to this restrictidf He regulated the veneration of tmkos Alexandrinoggods of
Alexandria), condemned animal worship and its degenerations fleguaaded the cult of Isis. The Augustus's ban of
the Alexandrian's cult didn't include the worship of Isis and Sef&ptepugh the Isiac cult continued secret in
underground private chapels within the families, especially between wfen.

In 21 B.C, troubles assailed Rome while Augustus was in Sicily. Agyripis sorin-law, restored order and
drove the Egyptian cults from th@omoerium which again invaded the ci§* In the same time, the Egyptian cults
were even banned from the suburbs of Rome within a radesveh and a ha#ftadia(One mile, 1,330 km) in a bid to
curtail the Egyptian rite¥° Agrippa’s decree may have been carried out with the approval of Augustus otffiot!

Later Dio Casius claimed that Augustus in @' year B.C had erected two Egyptian obelisks taken from
Heliopolis (one in the Campus Matrtius, and the other is in the Circus Makitdaadorned his mausoleum with two
uninscribed obelisks (the tomb itself have much Egyptian ornartféie had erected sanctuaries for the Alexandrian
gods whom he had excluded bef&tiHe appeared also on walls of the Egyptian temples in the homage Bf Asisa
result, he built and either accomplished many structures attributed to Isis.

Augustus was not simply expressing his personal attitude and feelingedsothe Egyptian gods, especially
towards Isis, who later became his beloved goddéséuilt the temples for her worship, and depicted himself in the
full homage and worship of the Egyptian goddess, which sufferled ander his reign, and prohibited in Rome
according to his decrees. Augustus portrayed himself in a veneratt@nde before Isis upon the Egyptian temples,
especially at Kalabscha and Phila

Whether Augustus was interested in Egyptian cults or not; heevtsnly aware of the propagandistic benefits
of displaying his image and titular in temples of Egypt, Nubid,@her provinces. The imperial money spent restoring
temples, and the Roman administrators, soldiers, and laborers seny toutdahese works, would all help to pacify the
notoriously rebellious native Upper Egyptians against the Roman conquest. It is notably that most of Augustus’s
constructions in Egypt focused on the areas of revolutions arghkis; inside the Theban region and Lower Naffia.

Augustus later, especially during the Imperial period, paid attention to the dsi$ dbth in Egypt and Rome.
He appeared with all the iconographical characteristics and comportment dfkingpor Egyptian pharaoh building
sanctuaries or adoring Isis. He probably became a victim of Isis.

Kalabscha

From the beginning of Roman rule, Octavian was depicted as a pharaoh, atifexeby the Kalabscha gateway.
The kalabscha temple was built in the late Ptolemaic period, and a gatewagtdedsunder Octavian, the temple was
then rebuilt, but never been accomplished under Augustus. The gatewayeconstructed in Berlin (pl.165?had
been decorated under Octavian in the years 30-27*BXhe archaeological evidence of the early Roman period,
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depicts Augustus and Tiberius on the walls of Kalabsahale in the Pharaonic attire, that Augustus wasn’t to present
himself as the legitimate successor of the Ptolemies, and even ofateR’ When the temple of Kalabscha was
moved because of the constructing of the Aswan High Dam, the gattissagered reused as building material in the
Augustan temple.

The gate had been constructed and decorated before Octavian was even namsagsAu@7 A.0° He was
depicted on the gate as a pharaoh, entitled as Kjjsrs p3 ntr (Caesar, thdegizdiepicted once with the red crown of
Lower Egypt, and another time with the double crown of Uppetr_amebr Egypt. The uraeus on his forehead, and the
royal kilt of the pharaoh, is offering the shyt before Isis (pl1and appeared under the veneration and honor of Isis
in many representations upon the temple (pl.12). Augustus is either depfieiedg lotus flowers to Isis and H®u
(pl.13). In both cartouches (nomen or prenomen) Augustusképidhis Roman epithets &omaios(the Roman),
Autokrator (emperor) an®ebastogthe August one)®’

The halls of the sacrifice, the ennead, and the tempénctuary were decorated under the reign of Augustus.
He consecrated the southern part of the temple for Isis, while the mopghgrwas consecrated for the local god,
Mandulis, who was integrated in the Isis's cult in the temple. Theptitfwas was found twice in two inscriptions of
Augustus in the outer court and the pronaos of the temple dated hthek®8 year A.D*® Augustus is depicted also
on the northern wall of the sacrifice's hall, while being purified bgtfitand Horus (pl.14 and being crowned by
Nekhbet and Wadjet (pl.15).

Phila

He shared in the building of the mammisi of PAffawhich the eternal western wall of the mammisi was decorated by
Tiberius. While the external eastern wall was decorated by Augustus hingselfdepicted on the external eastern wall
of the naos of the mammisi as a complete pharaoh, with the blua ofdigypt with all signs of royalty, holding the
hk3-scepter and the flail in his left hand, before Isis and her son Harpotfateshas the titles as:

"The king of Upper and Lower Egypt, the ruler of the two lands, Autok@@atoperator), Son of Re, lord of the
crowns, Cesar, life forever, the beloved of Ptah and Isis".

Isis's donation as'l give for you the palace, stay with your kaVhile Harpocrates's donation: & give you
Egypt". As a ward for Augustus for his special visit to Isis and Hagiesat Phila, the text reads as:

"The good god, | run in a hurry to see the goddess-mother, the lovdliezagy) of Isis, and the giver of life, to
pray, she has the happiness in her sight, you will be happy when ydersegu heart will be satisfied by her
agreement, your ka will be satisfied by this monument, she gives you the majesty es@es8R lives forever

The appearance of Augustus on the birth house of Phila emphadie thvals look for to be the incarnation of
Harpocrates on earth, and the sons of Osiris and Isis. Augustuszas depicted on the main entrance of Hathor temple
pleasing the heart of Isis by offering two sistrums (pl.16). Theenesolonnade of Isis main temple was decorated
under the reign of Augustus and Tiberius, two demotic gradfiirrto Augusts. Many scenes and inscriptions beddng
to Augustus are inside the main temple of Isis. He is depicted on theadxdastern, western and back wall of the naos.

Moreover, e was depicted on the eastern wall of the Pronaos, mainly with his Hanus. He is depicted on
the back wall of the naos while making offerings before Isis (plsl8y, while the inscription refers that he had
consecrated this monument for Isis as (ir.n.f mn.w n mw.t.fvsttmw.t rir.w). He built this monument to his mother
Isis, the Great, the mother of the gétfaVloreover, he was depicted on the third register of the eastern wall of the
exterior wall of the naos leaves his palace as the Pharaoh, with the sthedisnd and the priest Imutef, then he is
purified by Thot and Horus, and crowned by Nekhbet and Wadjet befisrépl.19). This emphasized that he will be
the king of Upper and Lower Egypt according to the permissionddess Isis, who had witnessed his coronation as an
Egyptian pharaoh. Augustus also was depicted led by Re-Harachiariou to Isis™

There is also an inscription on the external wall of the outer hall (the totgob Hathor temple at Philaportrays
Augustus with his Horus name as:n =t nb3.wy (3wdkrdr) s3RnbH.w (Kysrs'nh d.t mr iph Is.t).?**

"He made for you, king of Upper and Lower Egypt, lord of the tamds, Imperator, son of Re, lord of the
crowns, Cesar, live forever, beloved of Ptah and Isis, he built theees a complete constructioif®.
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Plates

— —

PI.(1) Granite architrave next the Augustus’s temple at Phila

Holbl, G., Altdgypten im Romischen Reich, Der romische Pharao undBeingel (1), Mainz am Rhein, 2000
fig.19.

Pl. (2) Temple of Augustus at Phila.
Holbl, G., Altagypten im Romischen Reich, fig, 18.

......

Pl. (3) Augustus’s chapel at Karnak
Ibid, fig.18
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Pl. 4) The stela of Krokodilopolismm
Bernand, E., Recueil des Inscriptions Grecques du Fayoum, Vol (1), La“Meris* d* Herakleides, Leiden, 1975,

pp.45-47, pl.12
Pl. (5) Stela of Soknopaious- Nesos PI.(6) Auletes before Isis of Chemmis
Bernand, E., Inscriptions Grecques d'Egypte et Bernand, E., Recueil des Inscriptic
de Nubie au Musée du Louvre, Paris, 1992, pl. Grecques du Fayoum, Vol (l), Leidgsl.9
17.nr.21.
PL(7) Julius Cesar, Cleopatra VII and PI. (8 Auletes before the Buchis bull
Caesareion as the triad of Thebes Holbl, G., Op. Cit, pl.9

Andrea, B., "Kleopatra und die historischen
personalichkeiten in ihrem Umkreis", in:
Kleopatra und die Caesaren eine Ausstellung
des Bucerius Kunst Forums, 28. Oktober
2006 bis 4. Februar 2007,
Munchen,2006,p.69, 38 Kat.16
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P1.(9) Augustus before the Buchis bull

Pl. (10) The Kalabscha main gateway- the Egypt
Mond, R., the Bucheum (Il1), 1934, pl. XLIIl.14 Museum at Berlin; Holbl, G., Op. Cit, fig.12

Pl. (11) Augustus is offering the Shyt before Isis- Kalabscha
Ibid, fig.13.

Pl. (12) Augustus is offering the religious symbc

Pl.(13) Augustus is offering two Lotus flower
before Osiris and Isis- Kalabshtbid, fig.15

before Isis and Harpocrates- Kalabscha
Holbl, G., Altdgypten im RAmischen Reich, D
rémische Pharao und Seine Tempel (II), [

Tempel des rémischen Nubien, Mainz am Rhe¢
2004, fig.185
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PI.(14) Augustus is purifying by Horus and Thot- TI PL(15 Nekhbet and Wadjet are crownir

middle scene of the lower register of the northern wal ~ Augustus- The lower register of the northern w

the sacrifice room, Kalabscha temgleid, fig. 173 of the first room of the Naos- Kalabsc¢Haid,
fig.174

PI. (16) Augustus with the sistrum before Isis PIl. (17) Augustus is offering the Menit before Isis an
the left ante of the facade of Hathor temple . Horus, the upper register of the eastern exterior wal
Philg Ibid, fig.116. the naos of Isis temple at Phila; Ibid, fig. 108

PI. (18) Augustus is offering the Shyt before Isis and Horus, the lowésteegf the eastern exterior wall of th
naos of Isis temple at Phila; Ibid, fig. 106.

PI. (19) Nekhbet and Wadjet are crowning Augustus before Isis, the lowetetregighe eastern exterior wall o
the naos of Isis temple at Philaid, fig.105.
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