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The subjugation of the Nubian province is now thoroughly done, and Thutmese I was able to give his attention
10 a similar task at the other extremity of his kingdom in Asia. E vidently the conquest of Amenhotep I. which had
enabled Thutmose to claim the Euphrates as his northern boundary, had not been sufficient to ensure to the
Pharaol's treasury the regular tribute which he was now enjoying from Nubia, but the conditions in Syria-Palestine
were very favorable for the pharaoh's part to extended his boundaries and power on the northern.! The evidence
Jor Thutmose I's Asiatic campaign is more extensive than Jor thoese of his predecessors, but the most detailed
acconnts come from the private reminiscences of his officers as Sollowing.

Doc.1

The most important documents recording_Asiatic
conquers is the Biographical statement of 4funose
son of -Ebina *:-
“After these things *, one Journeyed to Retenu
(RTnw) to wash heart' among the foreign countries.
His majesty arvived at Naharin (N ®-h*-ry-n° ) %
his majesty found that foe when he was ‘planning
destruction; his majesty made a it slaughter anong
them. ®” Numberless were the living prisoners, which
his majesty brought off from his victories , Meanwhile
{ was at the head of our troops, and his majesty beheld
my bravery. ¥ I brought off a chariot, its horses, and
him who was upon it as a living prisoner, and took
them to his majesty One presented me with gold in
double measure”
"His Majesty reached Naharin and found that the
Jalien one, * had mustered his troops. Then His
Majesty made a great slaughter among them, there
was ho end to the living captives His Majesty took in his
victory." The researcher suppests:~
The mention of "Inverted Water or the up-stream
river ",
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It is well known to signify * fare downstream
and sail upstream * respectively.®
That expression was found twice , on the Tombos stela
by Thutmose I that dated 6 months after his coronation
and the second text which makes reference to this by
Ramses TII
The statement "Mu-ge tnu-khett-m-
khenti" (water that civcles, returning, North &
south) is given as the northern extents of his reign. This
Tombos Stela is dated some 6 months after the
coronation of Thutmose 1, and the coronation decree of
Thutmose 1, at Wadi-Halfa, dated "year 1, 3" month
2™ season, day 21". So, when he came to the throne.
His first exploit appears to have been to venture up the
Nile, southward to Nubia & Kush,
« In the Tombos Stela read of the extents of his
domain, this is where the " warter that cycles,
returning north & sowth" statement is Made.

The words down stream xd (1)

and up stream xnt (i)

Conventionally interpreted as meaning "inverted
water " the Euphrates. This stela carries a date of
"Year 2,2 Month., 1% season, day 15",

* This means his coronation was 4 month, 9 day
(+5) short of the Year 2. The Tombos stela date adds
another 1 month & 15 days, for a total of 6 months (5
month. 29 days).

¢ From his inscription, as recorded at Tombos, he
first ventured into Nubia and records some small
details of this 'great' subjection in the South. This is
his first campaign as proven by inscriptions of
Ahmose son of Ebana & Ahmose-pen-Nekhbet?

®  Ahmose-pen-Nekhbet provides in his biography
that the campaign against Kush before the campaign
in Naharin. Therefore one can make the conclusion
that Thutmose I, following his coronation, descended
south, then directed campaigns against Kush, Then
traveled back up the Nile, across the Sinai, up
through Retenu, subjecting princes & cities in
Retenu, (no details) and across to Naharain (no
details) and up to the Euphrates (no details), and
back to Egypt, to commission and erect an obelisk
and inscription, all in less Than 6 months!!! how it
comes!

e  One may think in this is an incredibly short
period of time for all these events to take place,
considering it took Thutmose III, 8§ successive
campaigns, 8 years, to reach the same location,
thought to be the Euphrates, It is ok that Thutmose I,
did venture into Naharin, but surely it was later in his
reign, not after 6 month from his coronation day !

. it is always supposed that this campaign was
the only Asiatic expedition of Thutmose I, but as the
early inscription as mentioned before in Tombos
Stela, speaks of the conquest of Asia as far as the
Euphrates, before the Asiatic campaigns narrated by
the two Afunoses of el Kab , it must be suppose
either , that Thutmose I had already made a still
earlier campaign in Syria that unrecorded , or that his
predecessors, Ahmose 1 and Amenhotep 1. had
achieved greater conquests in Asfa for their reigns
that unknown from available historical source would
indicate so it is more probable to believe that
Amenhotep 1 had previously extended the Egyptian
Empire so that Thutmose I could claim it as his own
so early in his reign before he actually journeyed to
this region these opinion is accepted by great number
of historians .'°

Doc.2
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Biographical statement of Ahmose son —Nekhbit:-
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wHm ir .o n nswt bity (a3 xpr k3
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"Again I acted on behalf of the king of Upper and
Lower Egypt “Okheperkare, deceased, when [
captured for him in t!re land of Naharin 21 hands.
-and a horse and chariot.”
another translation: -
“dgain "* I served " for King Akheperkere
(Thutmose I), Triumphant; I captured for him in the
country of Naharin (n a -ha - ry na ),"™ 21

hands, one horse, and one charior™ ", .

Doc.3 ST

Biographical statement of Amenembhet," a scribe
who had become the court astronomer under
Amenhotep 1 apparently accompanied the Asian
expedition, for he records m his {ragmentally
biographical statement now lost. '

"{His Majesty arrived at Naharin (?) ], which they
call the land of Mitanni, and the enemies [..]
[Thebes] (?). His Majesty went up from this countiy
after he had requited its evil,

Another officer whose reward of 150 aruras of land
may have been occasioned by his participation in the
Nabharin exped1txon was Kary, the charioteer of
T&lutmose I, " but he has left no account of himself

: Doc.4
For the first time in New Kingdom history, those
ancillary scenes and references to the concomitants and
effects of {oreign victories can be noted. A boundary
stela the king set up on the banks of the Euphrates, a sure
mdxcator that he was lhmkmg in terms of permanent
conquesl
A fragmentary text from Deir el-Bahri records .an
elephant hunt in Niya near (ie later Apameq 1;1,Sy,r:|a clearly
on the retun from the Euphrates campaign.®® The king's
charioteer was rewarded wuh 130 state of land, probably for
service on the operation.?! The scene of the retum of foreign
capfives, to become so popular during the succeeding two
centurics, makes its {irst appearance at this time, 2 and it is
probably to the same, or the following reign, that it must date
the earliest known scene depicting chariots in battle ™ There
is thus good cvidence to conclude that, in contemporary
perception and in fact, Thutmose's was the first serious
incursion of the New Kingdom into western Asia,
mounted on a grand scale, and intended to effect
pcrmanent results; but did it have any effect on the states of
north ’

The southern half of the middle colonnade of the
Dier cl Bahri , above the large gap in the middle of the
plate there is the top of several columns of texts and
fragments of a cartouche which scems to be that of
Thutmose 1, it is properly refers to his campaign in
ﬁi&, towards Euphrates as far as a place called

.."-“ qqé Niya where Thutmose HI , his
grandson left some inscriptions hunting elephants
and killing a great number of them and telling
about his grandfather Asian campaigns .2
The stela of Niva showing clephant hunt.?

"The power of king aA -kheper [kalre” [..
in vigjtory, [power and justification (?)...] Elephants
f... ] horses [... ] the country of Miftanni (?)... The
land of] Niva ,** [... ] His Majesty in [. .. ] when he
came fiom [... J"**

Another translation: -

* The glory of king Aakheperkare, the blessed, he has
brotght these elephant tusks, from his victories fin the
southern and northern countries. His majesty hunted x]
elephants [in the land of Naharin, being on af horse
carriage f[after his majestv had set ot in order to
subdue Upper [RetenJu on [his x-the victorious
campaign. His majesty reached the land] Ny fand
SJound there these eclephants, Never has anything
similar occurred to earlier] kings, [These elephant
tusks which his majesty [brought from this land, he
gave them to the House of his father Awmen, Lord of the
Thrones of the Two Lands, after] returning home in
[strength, in victory and in tritinph, after overcoming
his enemies ¢
Doc .5

The Hatshepsut retrospective as following:-.

“... as did my father (?), king of Upper and Lower
Egypt]  Akheperkare, on  his  first vicrorious
enterprise;" " as did her victorious father, *' the king
of Upper and Lower Egypt Akheperkare, who scized
all lands."*
The inscriptions of Hatshepsut's childhood, Mentions
her father's (Thutmose I's) survivals among the chiefs
of Reternu,

" Thou shalt cut off the heads of the soldiers thou shalt
seize , the chiefs of Retenu bearing the Sword the
survivals of thy father " 5
Meaning those he had reached at this point.
Doc.6

The Thutmose IT retrospective as following , H

"[. .. ta] [the cast] of this stream (the Euphrates); he
set vp another beside the stela of his father, the king of
Upper and Lower Egypt, cOkheperkare."

anotber translation: -

“'"He placed another where was the tablet of his father
the king of Upper and Lower Lgypt, Aa'kheper'ka'ra”

: and further, His majesty came to the city of Niy on
lns return. Then his majesty set up his tablet in
Naharaina to enlarge the frontiers of Kemi”, ¢ This
points to the limits of the conquests of Thutmosc L
having been about the district of Niy, which seems to
have  been on the Euphrates in the'region of
Aleppo®” o
Doc.7
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The important military document Tombos
stela as explained pervious, ® "His northern (frontier)
is on that inverted stream which flows downstream in
a'southerly direction." ¥
Another transiation
“(his) northern as far as that inverted water,™ { The
Euphrates) which goes downstream in going up-
stream,” ' The like: has not happened to other kings;
his name has reached as far as the circuit of heaven, it
has penetrared the two Lands as far as the nether
world,” the oath is taken ** by it (viz., his name) in all
lands, because of the greatness of the fame of his
majesty. % They (viz.,, the lands) were not seen in the
archives of the ancestors since the worshipers of
Horus,”

Doc.8
Ring "Ring from Hamath bears the King’s name .}
Doc.9

Property transfer’ of Senimose for his wife
and children.”®In the course of this légal wrangle
which is dated to the 21 year of Thutmose I1I, one of
the litigants has occasion to reproach Senimose by
saying’ - -

"fyou (?)] are nol like [... ] those [who] are ‘in the

fown bemg one- with you. 1 am a Nubian, you are a

Human." To this Senimose."” replies "[I have been] a
guardsiman for the*Palace since Akheperkare, living
eternally, and I followed my lord."” “

The implication seems to be that Senimose was
brought to Egypt under Thutmose I, and was forthwith
enrolled among the’ palace retainers among whom he
lived out his life. That he was captured on the king's
Naharin campaign is a distinct probability, and since
his wife @DAr and one daughter ~gAiry bear Semitic
names,” it would seem that he was married at the time.
Thutmose I's Asiatic expedition having taken place
ronghly 40 years before his grandson's 21" year,
Senimose was probably around 60 years of age at the
time the property transfer was drawn up.

Doc.10

" Theban Tomb 343 *° (Ternplc of Hatshepsut) ,the
owner of this tomb was one Benya, who’s assumed name
PA-HkA-mn (“the Ruler endures") is of the sort usually
adopted by foreigners, His father was in all probability a
Human, to judge from his name Ariteni,
he had conceivably come to Egypt asa prisoner from
the Asiatic campaign of Thutmose 1.}

The picture that is suggested from this scattered
evidence is that of an expedition confined to Syria. Again
starting probably from Byblos, Thutmose I would have
made his way down the valley of the Orontes toward
Naharin where a set battle was fought against its chief
and his atmy

The outcome went in favor of the Egyptians who

took not a few captives and slew many, and pressed on -

to the Euphrates. Their Thutmose I, was able to erect a
victory stela, possibly defining his northem frontier.” Perhaps
some local rulers were bound by oath to their new
conqueror, who was able thereafter unmolested to enjoy
himself huntihg elephants in Niya on the return march.
The Dating of The Asiatic campaign : -

The dating of Thutmose's Asiatic campaign
relative to the other events of his reign poses a slight

problem, though less serious than the dating of
Amenophis I's foreign exploits. In the biographical
statement of Ahmose son of Ebena, fullest account,
two campaigns are described. In the first Thutmose I,
sails upstream, past at least ane cataract(?),”* defeats
and slays the enemy chieftain, and retums home with
his corpse suspended from the mast.**

The second finds Thutmose [ in Asia, engaged in
suppressing the chief of Naharin. Ahmose gives no
date to either campaign, nor does he indicate in any
way the point in the reign, early or late, when they took
place. But the Tombos stela, which was set up
presumably to commemorate Thutmose’s Nubian
victories, bears a date in year 2, and the graffiti
recording his return to Aswan are dated about 8 months
later in year 3. The conclusion that the Nubian
campaign was an extended affair occupying much of
the second year, and entailing a° slow return
downstream to the first cataract, did Breasted arrive
one at long ago? The corollary to this conclusion,. That
the order of the campaigns in Ahmose's text is correct
has been accepted by a good number of historians.”®

) The dated inscriptions for Thutmose's first 4
years, if the Asiatic adventure is fade to postdate the
Nubian campaign, constitute a meaningful sequénce.
The king acceded to the throne on the. first year,
Phamenoth (third month of the second season) wmter, .
and day 21 a date marked by an encycltcal to all htgh—
ranking officers in the state ,of these only Thure the
Nubian viceroy, thought fit to commemorate the event
by inscribing the king's letter on his coronation stelag.>®

The Asiatic campaign probably followed reason-'
ably soon, by year 4 the court seems to have been
residing in the general vicinity of Memphis,” possibly
the "House of Akkeperkare" which is mentioned later
in the dynasty, A fragment of a shrine from Giza,
bearing a text reminiscent of the "stela of royal
diversion” from the same area under Amenophis II,
Thutmose [V and others, tells us that in the 4th year the
"king's eldest son and commander of his fathér's
annies, Amenmose, procceded to take a stroll for
diversion.”* :

Although from the early 18 Dynasty it was the
practice to asstgn the govemance of Memphts to the
crown prince,”. .there, ¢can be.- little.. doubt that
Amenmose, with his military function prominently
displayed, was in the Memphite region for the purposes
of a northern campaign. By year 8, however, Thutmose
must have been back in- Thebes . A block from
Karnak, now in Cairo, yields this date in the context of
the king's cartouche enclosed within_aisSd-trees. 6 1f,
as the iconography might suggest, a sed-festival were
in the near future, the king's presence in the south is
virtually proved- The Asiatic campaign, therefore, may

. confidently be placéd no earlier than year 4 and no

later than year 8.8

For the establishing of absolute dates for the
early 18" Dynasty we are still reliant upon the two
alternate choices for the accession of Thutmose in,.
1504 or 1490, set almost twenty years ago by Parker.*
Recently the evidence has seemed to tip the scales in
favor of the higher, date, and this would better suit the

- expected Memphis locale for the snghtmgs associated
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with the Ebers ,* calendar. If, as argued elsewhere,®
Thutmose I reigned 10 years 6 months, Thutmose I
12 years 6 months, and Amenophis [ , 20 years 7
months, it should arrive at 1347 B.C. for the accession
of Amenophis | (or 1549 if [3 years be assigned
Thutmose T1). On the basis, then, of what has been said
above about the relative placement of the campaigns,
Amenophis ['s Asiatic campaign will have taken place
sometime during the 1530, and Thutmose I's between
1524 and 1520 B,.C *

Unfortunately no detailed record of the cities or
tribes subdued by him were survived, such as the later
kings engraved, and cannot, therefore, gain a more
exact geographical account for all Syrian area that
occupied, ¢

In short, these Asiatic campaigns of the early 18®
Dynasty, and especially that of Thutmose I, appear to
have been extended razzias deep into Western Asia,
which resulted in booty and some captives, but no
permanent occupation, at least in hinterland Syria.
Some attempt may occasionally have been made to
bind selected foreign rulers by oath to the Egyptian
sovereign,”® but compared to the completed treaty-
making practiced by the Asiatic states of the time such
attempts must have been juvenile and of little effect to
some extent Pharaoh may have been aping his Asiatic
counterpart, for the lightening raid, or deep penetration
into alien, but sovereign, territory had become a
widely-used tool of foreign policy in western Asia
during the second quarter of the Second millennium 62
B.C. besides garnering booty, its chief aims seem to
have been the show of force to intimidate a local

population, and the effectual modification, by the
immediate application of force, of the internal politics
of the territory raided

The fact is that Thutmose's attack caused scarcely
more than a minor “shudder” in North Syria because it
was not repeated. Administering an oath to Syrian
princes in Pharaoh's name was no substitute for the
threat of another campaign and the planting of
garrisons; and although Thutmose may have left a
garrison somewhere in Asia, it was not nearly enough
to deter Mitanni.

In the forty years that followed Thutmose's
isolated attack the period of Egypt's withdrawal from
Asia Mitanni was free to continue its aggressive
subversion of Syria and Mesopotamia .”

Two pharaohs had now seen the Euphrates,” the
Syrian dynasts were fully impressed with the power of
Egypt, and tribute, together with that of the Bedouins
and other inhabitants of Palestine, began to flow
regularly into the Egyptian treasury. Thus Thutmose L

? was able to begin restoration of the temples of his
ancestors so neglected since the time of Hyksos.

Most notably greatest campaigns against
insurgent Hyksos tribes (Syrians) during his Asian
campaigns in the Nile delta. He pursued the tribes all
the way to the Euphrates river and crossed over into
Nahrin, the land of the two rivers, which belonged to
the Mitanni. This expedition opened new horizons that
led later to Egypt's important role in he trade and
diplomacy of the late bronze age near east, ® Thutmose
I brought Egypt a sense of stability and his military
campaigns healed the wounds of Thebans.
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