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Abstract

The Red Sea played a very important role in the life of ancient Egyptians. It was used for maritime expeditions to
Sinai, southern Sudan and to the Land of PA.wn.wt to obtain products valuable to the Egyptian kings and nobles.
A number of excavations have been mode and documented along the Red Sea. Mersa\Wadi Gawasis as a starting
point to the Land of PA.wn.wt, and the extensive use of the site was mostly during the Middle kingdom period.
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Obijectives of the Research:
The present study is an attempt to reach a better understanding of Mersa\Wadi Gawasis as a Red Sea port.
Furthermore, to collect principal remains and archaeological evidence discovered at the sea port. It also lists the
names of several officials on an expedition through the ancient sea port.

Introduction:

The sea played a very important role in the life of ancient Egyptians. The Red Sea was the bridge which

connected Egypt with outer world for various economic and military activities." The Red Sea was the way to
PA.wn.wt and its products sometlmes to Sinai mines . The sea had various designations in ancient Egypt
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Red Sea*
The startlng Use of the Red Sea as a starting Point to the land of PA. wn . wt:
Although the Red Sea trade could be date to as early as the Nagada Il period °. The earliest textual evidence
dates the transportation of boats through the Red Sea to the Old Krngdom period; from that period texts mentioned a
connection between the Egyptian ruler and the Land of PA.wn.wt °. In the Fourth Dynasty, a son of Khufu had
possessed a puntite slave ’. Erman suggested that this puntite supervrsed by himself a voyage sent to Punt &, PI. 1
King Sahure, was the second king of the 5th Dynasty, was the first pharaoh whose records from his burial
temple show direct communication with the country of PA.wn.wt. He sent a fleet on a voyage to Punt and his
f)lipedgtion g)mll.lght back 80,000 measures of myrrh, probably 6,000 weight of electrum, besides 2,600 of costly wood
ike ebony °. P
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During the 5" Dynasty in the time of king Djedkare Isesi, the treasurer of the god’s sealer (@oﬁ ﬁ
wr Dd ba) brought a dwarf from the Land of Punt 10"As we can read from the following text **;
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You have said in your letter, that thou have brought a dancing dwarf of the god from the land of spirits, like
the dwarf whom the treasurer of the god wr-Dd-bA brought from Punt in the time of Isesi *

During the 6™ Dynasty, Director of the Cabin Khnum —Hotep recorded that; he wenton a voyage to the land
of in wn.wt, we can read the following text;
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Moreover, the Director of the cabin Khnum -Hotep says; | went out with my hereditary-prince, the god $
sealer Titi and Khoy to Jbeil and PA.wn.wt eleven times, preparing in peace for what these countries did"’
Furtheromer in the 6th Dynasty the king Pepi Il sent the nobleman of Elephantine Pepynakhat™®, on a remarkable
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expedition to the north Red Sea to rescue the body of a nobleman who was killed by Asiatic sand dwellers while
building a ship for a voyage to PA . wn.wt *°

Wadi Gasus/ Mersa Gawasis Port as a waterway to the Land of PA.wn.wt:

Date: Middle Kingdom, 12th Dynasty

Location: about 23 km south of the modern port of Safaga and about 60 km north of Quseir and about 80 km south
of Hurgada. It was located near the shortest overland route from the Nile Valley in Upper Egypt to the Red Sea®.PI. 3
Discovery: The area of Wadi Gasus was first surveyed by Wilkinson J. Gardner and Burton J in the 1820s. They
discovered structures of uncertain purpose “. Schweinfurth was the first to_describe these structres as a Greco-
Roman station (Hydreuma), which lies at about 7km from the Red Sea shore %, A number of various monuments of
Greco-Roman type, but ng pharaonic monuments or inscription was found, therefore Tregenza mistook it for the
Ptolemaic port Philoteras %, Then the site was discovered by an archaeological expedition started by Abdel Monem
Sayed —Faculty of Arts, H|story Department- UnlverS|ty of Alexandria. The work began in March 1976 and lasted for
two seasons of excavation (March 1976-Jan-Feb 1977) %

Sayed began his work in the vicinity of Wadi Gasus then moved his research to the mouth of Wadi Gasus
called MzersaI Gasus and he also started excavating another site, located about 2km to the south of the called Mersa
Gawasis®. PI. 4

The research in Mersa Gasus did not reveal any remains, unlike at Mersa Gawasis where he discovered a
group of stelae and other monuments inscribed in hieroglyphs®™. These monuments will be dlscussed later. Based on
these results Sayed identified Mersa Gawasis as a site of a pharaonrc port in the 12th Dynasty Since 2001 the
archaeological expedition at Mersa Gawasis has continued by the University of Nagles L Orientale (UNO) led by
Radolfo Fattovich in collaboration with Buston University (BU) led by Kathryn Bard?®

Function: Mersa Gawasis was the port where expeditions to PA.wn.wt and BiA-n-PA.wn . wt were sent %
Name of the Port: The Arabic word 'Mersa' means a small harbour, and 'Gawasis' is a plural of the word gasus
which means a spy that is a medieval designation for small boats which were once used for the observation of enemy
ships usually in the night and without lights *.

Archaeological Evidence: Anumber of stelae and shrines have been found at the site dated to the Middle Kingdom,
among them: - PI. 5

Doc. No. 1: - Shrine-Stela of Ankhu®' PI. 6

Date: Middle Kingdom, Time of Senusert I.

Location: This shrine was located about 250 m west of Mersa Gawasis.

Material: It was constructed from three blocks of Iimstone, the eastern jamb is higher than the western one (55 cm).

It is belonged to a high official called e anxw (The living one) Ankhu who was the
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TRa V2] imy-r (A)a-xnwty n pr-aA(Overseer of the audience-chamber) Chamberlain in the
court of Senusert 13, PI. 7

Text: From the text of thrs shrine it is clear that Senusert | ordered Ankhu to lead or to send forth an expedition to
PA.wn.wt and BiA-n-PA.wn.wt. The text begins on the eastern jamb with the usual invocation in the name of
the king to the gods among whom Hathor is mentioned as goddess of Punt, then comes the command of the king with
titles of Ankhu as follows: PI. 8
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Beloved of Haroeris, King of Upper and Lower Egypt Kheperkare, beloved of Khentykhety,the son of Re,

Senusert, beloved of Hathor, lady of PA.wn.wt. [...] in peace for the lord of the Double lands, Senusert,
given life like Re. Therefore, his majesty commanded his companion, the director of all the places in the Royal
palace, the director of the inner chamber. [..co]me in peace. Therefore, then, it was excellent in the heart of His
Majesty more than any other companion who accomplished activities in the sea !,

And there is a remarkable passage refering to the port of sww which reads:
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boats.. the port Sww of the nome of Coptos™.

While the western jamb is inscribed with text recording a tribute brought from the Land of BiA-n-PA.wn.wt
and from the God’s Land with the titles of Ankhu, as we can read: PI. 9
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[ooeiininns. ] the director of the fleet, controller of the crews, general of the recruits.
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[....] For the majesty of the lord of the Two Land, king of Upper and Lower Egypt Kheperkare, master of life and
power, eternally.
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[ceinenn. ] master there [Overseer of the cabinet] of the palace, Ankhu™
Moreover the central block of the shrine-stela is inscribed with the date of the departure of the expedition,
although most of the left half of the inscriptions are defaced, we can read the titles of various officials who
o%anifid_lor prepared this expedition. As we can read from the following text: PI. 10
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[Year]24, the first month of the growing season [...].
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Administrator of the Nun of the service of the vizier, Overseer [...]

mmﬁl Ilmﬁll ..sAb sS.w Snw.t Ss.wl[...] Scribes of granaries of the scribe of the vizier,

Scribes]...

a—ﬂﬁ"kﬁﬁkﬁ . imy-r(A) aA.w imy-r (A) nbwj.wl[...]

General of the auxiliaries, Overseer of the gold miths

Those shrine-stelae were placed on a raised platform constructed of four anchors arranged in two rows *
Each one has a rounded upper hole and a square lower hole, these upper holes were trimmed off, and their surfaces
smoothed and carved with the hieroglyphic signs. Sayed, Abdel Monem A. suggested that the anchors seem to be
the anchors of the ships which navigated to the land of BiA-n-PA.wn.wt.. Pl. 11.
Doc. No. 2: - Stela of Khentekhtay-wer PI. 12
Date: Middle Kingdom, Reign of Amenembhat II.
Location: This stela was not found directly on the sea shore but about 7 km from it in Wadi Gasus where John
Wilinson and James Burton searched for Greco-Roman monuments®.
Description: It is a round-topped stela measuring about 52 x 30 cm. It is divided into two registers.In the upper
register the king is shown standing, offering to the god Min of Coptos. Moreover, The lower register Khentekhatay-
wer is shown standing, raising his hand and giving laudation to Min of Coptos after his return safe from Punt. It
provides an evidence about an expedltlon to Punt in the year 28 of Amenmhat II, and a place where the Egyptian
sea gomg ships landed called Sawu. as we read in the Following text: -
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The king of Upper and Lower EgyE)t Lord of the Two Lands, Nubkaure, given life like Re, rejoicing at the
throne of Horus, beloved of Min of Coptos™’, given life. Praising and giving laudation to Haroris-Re and to Min of
Coptos by the hereditary prince, count, seal-bearer of the King of Lower Egypt, superintendent of the judgment-hall
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Khentekhtay-wer, after his return safe from Punt, his expedition being with him is sound and healthy, and his fleet is
resting at Sawu in the Year 28.
Conclusion:

The text shows that Sww and Sawu designate a port which was situated in the coastal area and served the
maritime expeditions of the 12" Dynasty to the land of PA. wn . wt.
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Both stelae of Ankhu and Khentekhtay-wer approved that the port of Sawu was in use under Senusert I,
and continued to be used under the direct of Amenemhat I1.
Through the previous titles of Ankhu, we note the multiplicity of Competencies of those who work in the maritime
field and that their role was not limited to being a sailor but only to include work in the religious, administrative and
military aspects; as shown in the next table: -

Official | Tide Transiiration Translate
Name
Ankh N U [kl o jmer | the divector of the fleet
e | | - :
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(Red Sea)
‘-]-?:'JO Dm | mr eyl | Overseerofthe Mynhin the

Ma Creat House
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(] Royal palace
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gﬁ 5§ Sow t Seribe of granaries
% % %ﬁ mer S imyrabwjy | General of the auxil'aﬂ'es
LI
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List of Plates:

| = } W
PI. 1: Puntite supervised by himself on a voyage sentto PA.wn.wt.
After: LD 1l 23

PI. 2: King Sahure, records from his burial temple showing direct communica{tion with the country of PA . wn.wt.
After: Landstorm, B., Ships of the Pharaos, London, 1970, p. 63, fig. 187.

PI. 3: Location of port Mersa Gawasis.
After: Bard, K., The Wonderful Things of Punt: Excavations at Pharaonic Harbor on the Red Sea, Boston University, 2011, p. 3.
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Pl. 4: To identify of the location of Wadi Gasus and Wadi Gawasis.
After: After: Sayed, Abdel Monem A. H., Discovery of the site of the 12th dynasty port at Wadi Gawasis on the Red Sea shore,
in: RdE 29, 1977, p. 149, map. 2.

PI. 5 A number c;flnw‘ohuménts found at Mersa/Wadi awasis.
After: Sayed, Abdel Monem A. H., RdE 29, 1977, p. 149, map. 3.

Pl. 6: Shrine of Ankhu
After: Sayed, Abdel Monem A. H.. RdE 29, 1977, p. 157, Fig. 2.

PI. 7: Inscription on the Fagade of the western jamb of the Shrine —Stela, containing his names and titles
After: Sayed, RdE 29, 1977, fig.3.
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PI. 8: Inscription of the inner face of the eastern jamb of the Shrine —Stela of Ankhu
After: Farout, D., Men on the Red Sea under Senusert I, in Festschrift volume 'A collection of studies presented to
professor Abdel Monem Addel Haleem Saved. 2nd edition. Alexandria, 2007, p. 236, fig. 6.
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After: Farout, D.. Men on the Red Sea under Senusert I, fig. 7.
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PI. 10: Inscription on the inner‘fa(;e_of the western jamb of the shrine —stela of Ankhu
After: Farout, D., Men on the Red Sea under Senusert I, fig. 5.

Pl. 11: The pedestal of the shrine of Ankhu showing four anchors arranged in two rows.
After: Sayed, A. M., 'Observations on Recent Discoveries at Wadi Gawasis', JEA 66, pp.154-157, Fig. 1
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Pl. 12: Stela of Khentykht-wer
After: Nibbi, A., 'Remarks on the Two Stelae from the Wadi Gasus', in: JEA 62,1976, pl. IX.
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*Daniel, 5., Harbours in Ancient Egypt, Ph.D. Thesis, 2011, p. 82.

I

39‘—‘%%@: imy-r nfrw.w, accordingto Murry if nfrw in the Old Kingdom described a class of soldiers, then clearly
imyt-jr-nfrw isDaIéo described a military title; After: M.A. Murray, Index of Names and Titles from the Old Kingdom, 1908, pl. 31.
40 M MU Bia -Punt; its location was a matter of discussion. AS Prof. Breasted considered the term of Bia-Punt denotes
two regions [Sinai and Punt], Prof. Gardiner gave the same opinion also, but with the translation of the word BiA as the Mineral
—land. On the other hand, Golenischeff considered the term Bia-Punt as a designation of one region only and he translated it [the
Mines of Punt, Sayed Abdel Monem agreed with him proved that the word is used in a context that gives it the significance of
one geographical region situated in the south on the Red Sea coast; After: Sayed, Abdel Monem A. H., Op. Cit., p. 176.

“The termcl = tA-nTr [God's Land] remained a very uncertainly defined area, but we are told that the myrrh terraces of
Punt are a part of God's Land from reliefs of Deir El-Bahari from the time of queen Hatshepsut, while in the time of king
Ramesss 111 when an inscription from Medinet Habu places the gum (kmyt) of God's Land at the top of the list of tribute, the
gum of Punt coming second on the list. So, it may be that Punt was a part of God's Land or perhaps be Punt and God's Land do
not belong the same geographical region; After: Nibbi, A., 'Remarks on the Two Stelae from the Wadi Gasus', in: JEA 62,1976,
pp. 51-53.
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“Farout, D., Men on the Red Sea under Senusert I, p. 237f.

3 L S OO0 . -

The Title == == aD-mr Sayed Abdel-Monem translated it as the official of the Ocean, and the Ocean may be the Red
Sea; After: Sayed, Abdel Monem A. H., in: RdE 29, 1977, p. 162.
“4sayed, A. M., 'Observations on Recent Discoveries at Wadi Gawasis', JEA 66, pp.154-157, Fig. 1.
“wilkinson, J. G., Topography of Thebes and general view of Egypt, London, p. 364.
“5Nibbi, A., JEA 62, pp. 51-53, pl. IX.
“"Coptos was an ancient city about 40 km north of Thebes in Upper Egypt. It was an important place because its
position at the mouth of a dry river valley, or wadi known as Wadi Hammamat, it was the access point to the coast
of the Red Sea. Its principal deity was the fertility and vegetation god Min; After: https://www.metmuseum.org
(Last Access 29/9/2018).
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